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St. Kevin’s College Homework Policy

Our College strives to develop a safe, inclusive and supportive environment, which will enable each member of the community to realise his/ her potential. (School Mission Statement)

To achieve these aspirations a draft Homework Policy (HP) was drawn up. The teaching staff and SNA’s produced the draft on the 29th May 2008.

Rationale

· Parental feedback at Parent Teacher Meetings had shown there were some problems with the content and time being spent on homework by pupils.

· Teachers had expressed concerns about homework; they wished to raise academic standards in the school.

Aim

The aim of the Homework Policy is:

· To benefit pupil learning

· To reinforce work done in class and to prepare the student for the next day in class

· To develop study skills

· To promote a similar approach to homework across all classes

· To strengthen links between home and school

· To facilitate the organising of work and learning 

Guidelines

General:

· All classes should receive homework. Homework is to be given on a daily basis at the discretion of the teacher.

· There is a balance between oral, reading and written work. Not all homework will involve writing.

· Class teachers and tutors will check the homework journals on a daily basis. Even when a student is not given homework this should be written in the journal.

· General guidelines for length of time taken

1st year 1 hour to 1½ hours/ week

Leaving Certificate year 15 to 20 hours/ week

Leaving Certificate Applied 10 hours/ week 

The amount of time spent at homework should increase slightly each year. 

(These are rough guidelines; each pupil is different and will take different lengths of time to complete work)

· Class teachers will check homework on a daily basis. The homework will be corrected promptly and returned to the pupil with constructive criticism.

· Excellent homework is awarded merits and is linked to the behaviour policy. If homework is not done or is untidy a sanction from the behaviour policy may be applied. Family circumstances are taken into consideration by the teachers when considering sanctions.

· Pupils are taught study skills to assist them with their homework. Parents/ guardians are invited in for an evening to inform them of how best to assist their children with their homework and studies.

· A study/ homework club is run at certain times of the year to assist primarily with the state examinations. 

Pupils:

· The pupil is responsible for writing the homework in their journal and attempting all work given.

· If the student is having on going trouble completing homework they should discuss the matter with their class teacher.

Parents/Guardians:

· Parents/guardians help establish a routine for doing homework – by insisting that it is done at the same time everyday before the student is too tired. If possible providing somewhere for the student to attempt the work.

· Parents should monitor homework by signing the student’s journal each week on Friday. The journal is a key element for the school to convey information to parents regarding events, behaviour, homework etc.

· Parents should help students when they need it but not too much. If there are major difficulties with homework parents should not do the work but contact the school.

Success Criteria

Identify some practical indicators of the success of the policy

· Feedback from teachers, pupils, parents

· Satisfactory homework exercises and assignments submitted by pupils

